United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 14S0 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 450 
www.uspto.gov 



I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. [ 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



10/757,966 



21186 



01/15/2004 



Volker Haag 



7590 



04/10/2006 

SCHWEGMAN, LUNDBERG, WOESSNER & KLUTH 
121 S.8TH STREET 
SUITE 1600 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 



1689.006US1 



4251 



L 



EXAMINER 



LEVI, DAMEON E 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2841 



DATE MAILED: 04/10/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 





Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


\JIH\*s5 nl H\JI I O Lf IfllllCH y 


10/757,966 


HAAG ET AL. 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Dameon E. Levi 


2841 





is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Blatti US 
Patent 6396690. 

Regarding claim 1, Blatti discloses an assembly comprising: 

a frame (element 61 ,33 Figs 2-6)having front and rear frame strips(element 35, Figs 2- 
6); and guide rails(element 37, Figs 2-6) that are positioned between the front frame 
strip and the rear frame strip and aligned in the direction of insertion for the mounting of 
a circuit board of a plug-in module, wherein the guide rails, in cross section, are formed 
in a u-shape (element 37, Figs 2-6)and include a bottom and two sidewalls(elements 

41.43, Figs 2-6), at least one of the sidewalls having at least one lateral void(element 

46.44, Figs 2-6), the void of the at least one sidewall corresponding with at least one 
contact area at a lower edge of the circuit board. 

Regarding claim 2, Blatti discloses wherein both sidewalls of the guide rail each 
have at least one void(element 41,43,46,44, Figs 2-6). 
Regarding claim 3, Blatti discloses wherein the voids are positioned in pairs 
opposite each other(element 46 Figs 2-6). 

Regarding claim 4, Blatti discloses wherein a distance between the sidewalls of 1 
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guide rail corresponds with a thickness of the circuit board (elements 37, 65 Figs 2-6). 
Regarding claim 5, Blatti discloses wherein the sidewalls are separated from the 
bottom of the guide rail in the area of the at least one void so that a slit-like opening is 
created (element 41,43,46,44, Figs 2-6). 

Regarding claim 6, Blatti discloses wherein a junction between the at least one 
sidewall and the at least one void is slanted or rounded(element 41,43,46,44,47 Figs 2- 
6). 

Regarding claim 7, Blatti discloses an assembly comprising: 

a frame(element 61,33 Figs 2-6); and one or more guide rails(element 37, Figs 2-6) 

attached to the frame and adapted to hold a circuit board, 

each guide rail having a bottom and a pair of sidewalls(elements 37,41,43, Figs 2-6), at 
least one of the pair of sidewalls having at least one lateral void(element 41,43,46,44, 
Figs 2-6). 

Regarding claim 8, Blatti discloses wherein the at least one void of the at least one 
sidewall (element 41,43,46,44, Figs 2-6) corresponds with at least one contact area at a 
lower edge of a circuit board(element 65,71 Figs 2-6). 

Regarding claim 9, Blatti discloses wherein the one or more guide rails are aligned 
in the direction of insertion for the mounting of the circuit board(elements 37, 65,71 Figs 
2-6). 

Regarding claim 10, Blatti discloses wherein both sidewalls of the guide rail each 

have at least one void(element 41 ,43,46,44, Figs 2-6). 

Regarding claim 11, Blatti discloses wherein the voids are positioned in pairs 
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opposite each other(element 46, Figs 2-6). 

Regarding claim 12, Blatti discloses wherein a distance between the sidewalls of the 
guide, rail corresponds with a thickness of the circuit board (elements 37, 65 Figs 2-6). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dameon E. Levi whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2105. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. (9:00 - 5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kamand Cuneo can be reached on (571) 272-1957. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Dameon E Levi 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2841 
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